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Hope is the 1t]h1[i1n1g with feathers

Ewmily Dickinson
(1830-1886)

Hope is the thing with feathers

That perches in the soul,

And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all,

And sweetest in the gale is heard;
And sore must be the storm
That could abash the little bird
That kept so many warm.

I’ve heard it in the chillest land,
And on the strangest sea;

Yet, never, in extremity,

It asked a crumb of me.

About the Composer

Seth Houston is a choral director, composer, and performer living in
Boulder, Colorado. Currently completing a master’s degree in choral conducting at
the University of Colorado, Houston also holds degrees in composition and religion
from Oberlin College. Houston has been teaching middle school and high school
choirs in Waldorf schools since 2001, and also founded and directed the youth
chorus Big S4y. Houston’s choral compositions are widely performed and have been
teatured on A Prairie Home Companion, in Sing Out! magazine, and in the choral
collection Northern Harmony.
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Hope is the thfumg with feathers

text by Emily Dickinson, 1891
music by Seth Houston , 2008
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Hope is the thing with feathers
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