
Seth Houston, choral composer 
www.sethhouston.com • 6533 Barnacle St. • Boulder, CO 80301 • seth@sethhouston.com 

 
License to Copy  

 
This agreement authorizes _______________ (chorus), directed by _______________ (director), to 
make _____ copies of _______________ (composition/arrangement), composed or arranged by Seth 
Houston, for performance on the following dates: _______________. Said copies shall be collected and 
destroyed within fourteen days of the final performance. Payment, in the amount of $ _____ ($5.00 
plus $.50 per copy, with one copy for each chorus member), shall be made to Seth Houston and sent to 
6533 Barnacle St., Boulder, CO, 80301 within fourteen days of entering into this agreement.  
 
License to Perform 

 
Choirs who license through the American Society of Composers and Performers (ASCAP) should 
license compositions and arrangements by Seth Houston through ASCAP. To choirs who do not 
license through ASCAP, the composer grants license to perform as part of the above license to copy. 
 
License to Record 

 
License to record is granted to interested choirs through mechanical royalty. Current mechanical 
royalty rates (2008) are $.091 per imprint. Choirs are strongly encouraged to contact the composer 
well in advance of the recording session to discuss artistic considerations of the recording project. 
Choirs are also requested to send a copy of the recording to the composer.  
 
License for Film, Television, and Other Media 

 
Parties interested in obtaining license to include recordings or other representations of Seth Houston’s 
choral compositions or arrangements in film, television, or other media should contact ASCAP and 
contact the composer directly at seth@sethhouston.com. 
 
Chorus: _______________  Date of Agreement:   ____________ 
Director:  _______________  Payment Due Date  
Primary Contact (if not director):        (14 days after Date of Agreement): 
  _______________           ____________ 
Address:  _______________  Date(s) of Performance:  ____________ 
  _______________  Music to be Collected and Destroyed by  
Email:   _______________       (14 days after final performance):  
Phone:  _______________           ____________ 
License through ASCAP: yes / no  Name of Composition/Arrangement: 

____________ 
Number of Copies:   ____________ 
Payment Due ($5.00 + $.50 per copy):  

____________ 
 
Signed:  _______________  Mechanical Royalty (if applicable) 
Name (please print):    Name of Composition/Arrangement: 
  _______________      ____________ 
Date:  _______________  Expected name and catalog number of recording: 
          ____________ 

Current mechanical royalty rate (per imprint):  
          ____________ 

Number of Imprints:   ____________ 
Amount Due:    ____________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope is the thing with feathers 
 

for SSAATTBB chorus a cappella 
 

 
 
 
 

Seth Houston 
www.sethhouston.com 

2008 
 
 
 

 



Hope is the thing with feathers 
Emily Dickinson  

(1830-1886) 
 
 

Hope is the thing with feathers 
That perches in the soul, 
And sings the tune without the words, 
And never stops at all, 
 
And sweetest in the gale is heard; 
And sore must be the storm 
That could abash the little bird 
That kept so many warm. 
 
I’ve heard it in the chillest land, 
And on the strangest sea; 
Yet, never, in extremity, 
It asked a crumb of me. 
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 Seth Houston is a choral director, composer, and performer living in 
Boulder, Colorado. Currently completing a master’s degree in choral conducting at 
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